OHIO COALITION AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE
Grassroots Gun Violence Prevention … Summer 2020 Update

GUN VIOLENCE CONTINUES TO RISE IN THE PAST YEAR
WBNS 10TV in Columbus, Ohio reported there were “more mass shootings across the U.S. than there were days in the year”
throughout all of 2019 — with 417 total mass shootings! In the last half of 2019, this trend continued, striking close to home
with the mass shooting in Dayton the first weekend of August.
WBNS link: https://www.10tv.com/article/there-were-more-mass-shootings-days-2019-2020-jan

2020 … a year unlike any other in our lives
The first six months of 2020 continued the incidence of gun violence with unique and vastly different crises adding to the pain, turmoil and anguish of gun violence. The country has faced numerous
issues, some of which continue still, including:
 The COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic with many long-lasting effects directly related to gun violence, including increased numbers of injuries and deaths from suicide, domestic violence and
unsecured guns in the home,
 Armed civilian militia creating unrest at statehouses and the homes of state leaders responsible for stay-at-home orders and state regulations to control the pandemic,
 Gun violence and other physical brutality by not only citizen vigilantes, but by rogue law enforcement, resulting in several deaths, and
 Protests and civil unrest in countless American cities – large and small – and subsequent looting incited by what many believe are guntoting groups looking to create chaos and violence among the otherwise peaceful protests.

With all that’s happening today, our work is more important than ever …
During these months of unprecedented emotional and physical upheaval facing our citizens – and the rest of the country – the Ohio Coalition Against Gun Violence has continued its advocacy and awareness efforts on the issues of gun violence. Despite the closing of so many
agencies and government offices to the public, including the Ohio Statehouse, we remain your source of credible information and updates
here in Ohio. Additionally, we continue to monitor relevant activity in the Legislature – and to offer a strong and organized voice for those
committed to reducing the incidence of gun violence in our state.

Bills we support …

Bills we oppose …










HB 240 – Prohibits negligent storage of firearms; criminalize if minor gains access to non-stored gun
SB 19 – Temporarily restricts access to firearms for persons who pose a danger to themselves or others
SB 62 – Prohibit items that accelerate a firearm’s rate of
fire
SB 64 – Raises the minimum age to purchase firearms to
21 and increases penalty for selling to
underage person






Check out the status of House Bills online at
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/
status-reports and Senate Bills at https://
www.ohiosenate.gov/legislation

Let your voice be heard by the Ohio Legislature in support or opposition of relevant
bills. You can find your local legislator online
at https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/.

Ohio Coalition Against Gun Violence

HB 178 – Modifies weapons law to allow for concealed
carry without license
HB 381 – Stand your ground law modifications in selfdefense
HB 425 – Change individual’s duty to inform police if
carrying gun when stopped
SB 237 – Similar to HB 381, this expands circumstances
in which a person may act in self-defense
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Recent OCAGV efforts
IN MEMORIAM 2020 …
WE MUST NOT FORGET!

As OCAGV works hard to fulfill its mission of preventing gun violence through education, advocacy and public awareness, we know our success would not be as strong without the support
and assistance of our many partners and allies in Ohio and beyond. In February, we held our
first annual summit. This event brought together Ohio stakeholders and representatives of
other organizations — all with the common goal of preventing gun violence. Since that oneday summit, we have continued the dialogue through various information-sharing venues with
our allies, and plan to hold more collective efforts to reduce gun violence. Some of our other
successes include:
 Successfully elicited state and national support for testimony in opposition of proposed
changes to Ohio’s Stand Your Ground law, resulting in 75 people speaking against the bill
at the Ohio Statehouse on June 9. https://www.nbc4i.com/news/state-news/stand-yourground-bill-draws-much-testimony-at-ohio-statehouse-hearing/
 Ongoing efforts that have successfully postponed passage by the Ohio Legislature of a
proposed Concealed Carry law.
 Collaborations with local, state and national groups, universities and others in creating
awareness on the incidence of gun violence — and the steps needed to prevent it.

BY THE NUMBERS
What we’ve learned from COVID-19 and its relationship to gun violence

The Gun Violence Archive reports the following real-time U.S. data from Jan. 1
through May 31, 2020:
 6,625 gun deaths
 12,043 gun injuries
 317 children shot
 1,336 teenagers shot
 553 defensive use incidents
 810 unintentional shootings
 155 mass shootings
 10,098 suicides (CDC estimate)

https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/

Many people have been impacted financially and emotionally by the pandemic, and there have
been numerous news reports citing an increase in gun violence because of this. Experts believe
there will be significant lasting effects stemming from the relationship between the pandemic
and gun violence long after the coronavirus is over, and expect to see a continued increase in:
 Suicide by gun
 Accidental shootings by children who find an unsecured gun in the home
 Domestic violence with a firearm
 Overall gun violence on city streets

Other news & information
Numerous research studies are underway on engaging the health and academic communities
in gun violence prevention, and include:
 Firearm Suicide Crisis: Physicians Can Make a Difference (The Ohio State University/
Wexner Medical Center) https://www.annfammed.org/content/18/3/265/tab-article-info
 Gun Violence, Prevention of (American Academy of Family Physicians)
https://www.aafp.org/about/policies/all/gun-violence.html
 Role of the Academic Community (Association for Prevention Teaching & Research)
https://www.aptrweb.org/page/FirearmViolencePrev
 Role of the Pediatric Hospitalist https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32366383/

Thank you for your support!
Your donations make a difference to those whose lives are impacted by gun violence — and
they help the OCAGV in its Ohio-led grassroots gun violence prevention efforts. Your continued
support will help build a safer Ohio for all of us — as together we work to reduce gun violence
in our state. Give online at https://ohioceasefire.org/donate/ or send a check to the Ohio Coalition Against Gun Violence, PO Box 302, Perrysburg OH 43552. Every donation makes a difference — and helps save lives. Thank you.

OCAGV is an affiliate of States United to
Prevent Gun Violence.

Faith DeNardo, PhD, OCAGV Board President

Follow us on social media: @ohioceasefire
The Ohio Coalition Against Gun Violence (OCAGV) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
working to prevent gun violence through education, advocacy and public awareness.
Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

