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HOMICIDE FIREARM DEATHS: 2020 & 2021 ANNUAL TOTALS – OHIO

Numbers do not include suicides



GUN VIOLENCE IN OHIO, 2021 - 2022

Ohio Shootings (January – April 2022)

In the first four months of 2022*, there have been:

• 230 homicides/unintentional gun deaths

• 469 injuries from a gun

• 23 children (ages 0 to 17) killed

• 60 children injured from a gun

*Source: Gun Violence Archive

Note: numbers do not include suicides

The annual cost of gun violence in Ohio is $7.3 billion. 

That averages $628 a year per Ohio resident.
Source: Giffords Law Center

https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/congress/oh
https://giffords.org/lawcenter/gun-violence-statistics/


FIREARM DEATHS: BY RACE: 2019 – OHIO

Source: 

CDC Wisqars Fatal Injury Data

https://wisqars-viz.cdc.gov:8006/explore-data/explore/selected-years?


GUNS AND SUICIDE IN OHIO

In Ohio, five people die from suicide every day – and one youth dies from suicide every 33 hours. 
Source: Ohio Dept. of Health

Reports from the CDC, Ohio Department of Health and others indicate that guns are used more often in suicide than 

in homicides, and are the most common method of suicide in Ohio and the U.S. 

The Violence Policy Center states the following about suicide and guns:

Guns claimed nearly 40,000 lives in the United States in 2018. Yet unknown to 

most people is the fact that the most common type of gun death in our nation 

is suicide, not homicide. Equally unknown, and just as misunderstood, is the fact 

that the vast majority of suicides are preventable. People who use a gun to kill 

themselves aren’t necessarily more suicidal than those who use other means, 

they just have the tragic misfortune of having the most lethal means available 

to them in their time of depression and turmoil.

Removing lethal means from a vulnerable person, especially a youth, can save a life. Means Matter, Harvard School of 

Public Health, shares the following:

- Access to firearms is a risk factor for suicide.

- Firearms used in youth suicide usually belong to a parent.

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrE1x7QpO1hso0AfVBXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzIEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Ny/RV=2/RE=1642992976/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fodh.ohio.gov%2fwps%2fwcm%2fconnect%2fgov%2fb9f06188-5026-4695-ae03-06226dc49f22%2fODH%2bNews%2bRelease%2b--%2bOhio%2bSuicide%2bDemographics%2b%2bTrends%2bReport.pdf%3fMOD%3dAJPERES%26CACHEID%3dROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-b9f06188-5026-4695-ae03-06226dc49f22-mVCCixj/RK=2/RS=rmQ_zhDg101dvmH5NpDb8ZUM6D4-
https://vpc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/suicide-factsheet-2020.pdf
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/means-matter
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/means-matter/means-matter/risk
https://www.hsph.harvard.edu/means-matter/means-matter/youth-access


Source: https://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog

There are numerous reports indicating that  

suicide numbers are increasing – as is the use of 

a firearm in suicide. 

• From 2007 to 2018, firearm suicides 

increased 44.8% (from 1,268 to 1,836). 

Source: ODH Suicide Demographics and 

Trends, Ohio, 2018

• A study released in 2021 indicates suicide 

using a gun spiked 50% among those 15-24 

years of age. 

• CDC states that suicide attempts by youth 

ages 12 to 17 during the Coronavirus 

pandemic have soared.

https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-8255

https://publicapps.odh.ohio.gov/EDW/DataCatalog
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwij0saB_Mr1AhX6FTQIHYqXD8oQFnoECAMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fodh.ohio.gov%2Fwps%2Fwcm%2Fconnect%2Fgov%2Ffef3e5ee-b4c6-4e2e-a0b1-40c68e123f9f%2F2018_Suicide_Fact_Sheet.pdf%3FMOD%3DAJPERES%26CONVERT_TO%3Durl%26CACHEID%3DROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-fef3e5ee-b4c6-4e2e-a0b1-40c68e123f9f-mVCbMqs&usg=AOvVaw0RDGnUPVgLsrMXjkIifz2h
https://www.webmd.com/children/news/20210614/gun-suicides-are-rising-sharply-among-american-youth
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/youth-suicide-attempts-soared-during-pandemic-cdc-report-says-n1270463
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/


URBAN GUN VIOLENCE/BLACK VICTIMIZATION

Statistics on urban gun violence  

• Gun violence has a disproportionate impact on urban 
communities of color. 

• Black men make up less than 7% of Ohio’s population, but account for 
nearly 64% of the state’s gun homicide victims. 

• In Ohio, black men ages 18–24 are nearly 32 times more likely than 
white men the same age to be murdered with a gun.

Source: Giffords The State of Gun Violence in Ohio

Source: Violence Policy Center 

https://giffords.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Giffords-Law-Center-State-of-Gun-Violence-in-Ohio-2020.pdf
http://vpc.org/studies/blackhomicide21.pdf


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND GUNS

• Domestic violence, including intimate partner violence, is a public health 

crisis in the U.S.

• The pandemic is believed to have caused an increase in domestic violence 
in Ohio, according to a January 2022 news report. “Between July 1, 2020, 
and June 30, 2021, at least 131 people died in domestic violence incidents 
in Ohio.” Of those deaths, 86% involved a gun. 

• A PBS report also focuses on the increase in domestic violence during 
the pandemic, stating that females are 1,000% more at risk when the 
male abuser owns a gun.

Source: https://efsgv.org/learn/type-of-gun-violence/domestic-
violence-and-firearms/

https://www.cleveland19.com/2022/01/21/domestic-violence-cases-rise-ohio-experts-believe-states-gun-laws-blame/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/domestic-violence-shelters-are-swamped-experts-worry-surging-gun-sales-could-make-things-worse
https://efsgv.org/learn/type-of-gun-violence/domestic-violence-and-firearms/


CONCEALED CARRY/PERMIT HOLDERS

DID YOU KNOW? Since 2007, 2,240 people have been killed by concealed carry permit holders in the U.S., with 64 
being murder-suicide events; these were not shootings in self-defense. As of April 2022, 55 of these deaths were in 
Ohio – and several of the those killed were children under the age of 5.  OCAGV opposed attempts to give  further 
entitlements to concealed carry and the following bill passed in late 2021 by both the Ohio House and Senate – a 
bill which gives less protection from gun violence – and was signed into law by Oho Governor DeWine in 2022.

SB 215 Regards Concealed Handgun Licensee Duties

Concealed carry permit holders are supposed to be the 
“Good Guys” with guns. In reality, far too many permit 
holders are a direct threat to public safety.
Source: VPC – Concealed Carry Killers

https://concealedcarrykillers.org/ohio/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-SB-215
https://concealedcarrykillers.org/


Additional information, along with a complete list of bills OCAGV supports and opposes is available on the 
Legislation Page online at www.ohioceasefire.org. 

OHIO LEGISLATION WE SUPPORT & THAT WE OPPOSE

OCAGV supports Ohio bills that are designed to reduce gun violence, some of which include:

HB 38 Limit the Locations at Which a Person has No Duty to Retreat

SB 73 Regards Firearms Transfers; Require Background Check

SB 74 Raise the Minimum Age to Purchase a Firearm

SB 75 Regulate the Transfer of Firearms at a Gun Show

HB 257 Enact Extreme Risk Protection Order Act

Additionally, we oppose Ohio bills that would increase gun access, use, secrecy or prohibit enforcement such as:

HB 99 Regards Persons Authorized to go Armed Within School Safety Zone

SB 185 Regards Emergency Powers When Suppressing a Riot; Firearms Rights
SB 215 Regards Concealed Weapons and Concealed Carry Without License
HB 297 Enact Firearms Industry Nondiscrimination Act
HB 325 Regards Emergency Powers When Suppressing a Riot; Firearms Rights

https://ohioceasefire.org/legislation/
http://www.ohioceasefire.org/
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-HB-38
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-SB-73
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-SB-74
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-SB-75
https://www.ohiohouse.gov/legislation/134/hb257
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-HB-99
https://www.ohiosenate.gov/legislation/GA134-SB-185
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-SB-215
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA134-HB-297
https://www.ohiohouse.gov/legislation/134/hb325

